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I.  Introduction 

This paper includes my personal and biblical rationale for church planting, as well as a 

discussion of a current church planting effort I’m currently involved with and how I (with others 

from my local church) hope to plant a church in that community.  This church planting effort is a 

nontraditional form of church planting, as it targets and hopes to plant a church within a public 

housing community.  The particular target community is the Fair Oaks housing community, 

which is part of the Danville Housing Authority in Danville, Illinois.   

While this project will focus on church planting in Fair Oaks, the principles and concepts 

should be transferable (with some modification) to church planting in any apartment (or 

multihousing) community (Please see the bibliography for web resources that have more 

information on multihousing ministry.),1 and this is part of my goal in doing this project.  I hope 

to be involved in multihousing ministry throughout my life, so by doing this project, I hopefully 

will have laid some groundwork for future ministry and church planting. 

II.  Biblical Basis for Church Planting 

 When considering the topic of church planting, there are several questions we ought to 

ask:  Why church planting?  What does the Bible have to say about church planting?  Is church 

planting the best method to expand God’s kingdom?  For one who is considering being involved 

in church planting, it is essential to have a response to these questions, because if church planting 

is not rooted in Scripture, maybe we need to be doing something else to reach the world with the 

gospel. 

                                                 
1 According to Kima Jude, multihousing communities include apartments, condominiums, manufactured-

housing, public housing, senior-housing, and assisted-living communities.  See Kima Jude, “A Church to Call Their 
Own,” OnMission November-December 2002, 
http://www.onmission.com/site/c.cnKHIPNuEoG/b.830219/k.6199/A_church_to_call_their_own.htm (accessed 
August 6, 2008). 
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 Following Jesus’ resurrection and before he ascended back into heaven, Jesus gave 

several commissions, which bear directly on church planting, to his followers.  At the close of 

Matthew’s gospel, Jesus gave his disciples what is known as the Great Commission: “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age” (Mt 28:18b-20).2  According to Jesus, the primary task for his disciples 

is to make disciples, but are disciples to remain isolated from one another or are they to be united 

and formed into a church?  For the early church, as Jesus’ disciples evangelized and made 

disciples, wherever they went, churches of the new disciples were planted.  As recorded in the 

New Testament, church planting was the disciplemaking method of the early church.  A church 

formed in every city where people converted to Christ. 

 As recorded in John and Acts, Jesus gave his disciples two other commissions related to 

church planting.  In John 20:21, Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you,” and 

in Acts 1:8, immediately before Jesus’ ascension, he tells his disciples, “You will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Taken together, we see that Jesus has sent his 

disciples out into the world to be his witnesses.   

The early disciples were congregated in Jerusalem, but Jesus commanded them to go out 

from where they were to the ends of the earth to be his witnesses and to make disciples of all 

nations.  Jesus’ desire is for all people, the ends of the earth, to become his followers.  As 

mentioned above, in the New Testament, local congregations formed wherever people received 

                                                 
2 Unless noted otherwise, all Scripture quotations come from The Holy Bible, New International Version 

(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2005). 
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the gift of eternal life.  Christianity was meant to be lived in community, as seen throughout the 

New Testament, so it made sense that churches would be planted as people came to faith in 

Christ. 

 A prime biblical example of church planting is the church in Antioch.  Following the 

persecution in Jerusalem associated with Stephen, the disciples preached the gospel wherever 

they went, including Antioch.  According to Acts 11:19-26 and 13:1, a church was planted in 

Antioch, and in Acts 13:1-3, the Antioch church began to multiply itself by sending out Paul and 

Barnabas to plant more churches.  Presumably, every other city that had disciples formed a 

church and these other churches were to follow the Antioch model of planting churches 

themselves.  How else could Paul say in Romans 15 that “from Jerusalem all the way around to 

Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ” (v. 19b) and that there was no more place 

for him to work in those regions (v. 23)?  Paul didn’t go to every city in the eastern Roman 

Empire, but by the time he wrote his letter to the church in Rome, he viewed his work as being 

complete in that region.  Apparently, Paul planted churches that were to follow the Antioch 

model of evangelizing their immediate region and planting other churches in the surrounding 

area.  By establishing churches that planted churches, Paul could plant churches in strategic cities 

and claim that he had fully proclaimed the gospel from Jerusalem to Illyricum, knowing that the 

gospel would go out from each locale he visited and that new churches would form in each city 

or village as people became followers of Jesus. 

 It seems that church planting was the early church’s strategy to fulfill Jesus’ commissions 

and that church planting is the method God has chosen to fulfill his mission in the world.  Thus, 

church planting needs to be our strategy as well.  Followers of Jesus are to continually go, be 

witnesses, and make disciples, being sent by Jesus himself to accomplish God’s mission.  This 
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will only happen by planting and establishing church planting churches wherever we go so that 

the whole world has an opportunity to respond to the good news of Jesus Christ. 

III.  Personal Basis for Church Planting 

 In General 

 I think I have had an interest in church planting for some time (maybe since 2001), 

though I don’t think I always was aware that my interest was in church planting.  My interest has 

been in missions since 2001, but it hasn’t been until recently that I’ve realized that missions is 

essentially church planting.  I’ve always thought of missions as something that was done on 

foreign soil and as taking the gospel to unreached peoples.  Recently however, as I’ve become 

aware of missional thinking, my concept of missions has broadened tremendously.   

In my mind, missions is no longer cross-cultural ministry that takes place overseas in 

order to establish a church in that environment.  Instead, missions is now what I do on an 

everyday basis.  All of life is viewed through the lens of God’s mission to redeem humanity for 

himself.  As I’ve studied and learned more about church planting and missions, I’ve learned that 

church planting is really at the heart of missions and that church planting needs to happen not 

only on foreign soil, but in order to fulfill Jesus’ commissions, it needs to happen here in 

America also.  Thus, because my heart has been in missions for the last seven years, I’ve now 

realized that my heart has really been in church planting all that time.  My heart’s desire is to see 

indigenous, reproducing churches planted all over the globe so that every man, woman, and child 

has an opportunity to hear and to respond to the good news of God’s salvation. 

 As a follower of Jesus Christ, the biblical basis for church planting, as outlined above, 

provides strong motivation for my involvement in church planting.  I want to be obedient to 

Jesus’ commissions, so because these commissions and church planting go together, I’ve realized 
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that I need to be involved in church planting.  Another reason I want to be involved in church 

planting is because I’ve found I agree with C. Peter Wagner, who says, “The single most 

effective evangelistic methodology under heaven is planting new churches.”3  New churches are 

more evangelistic than established churches,4 they engage the culture better, providing better 

opportunities for diverse populations to hear and to respond to the gospel in their cultural idiom,5 

and they provide more opportunities for people to encounter Christ and for “people truly to find a 

place where they fit into the Body of Christ.”6   

A final motivating factor for my involvement in church planting is that I have seen the 

need for church planting in America.  As I have read books and websites that discuss Christianity 

and the American culture, I have realized that America is a mission field.  The church in 

America is declining and is in need of revitalization and new life, which will largely come 

through the planting of new churches.7  Additionally, because new immigrants are constantly 

coming into America, there is a continual need for churches to be planted among these ethnic 

groups.  Thus, the biblical basis for church planting and my recognition of the need for church 

planting have dovetailed to give me a desire to be involved in church planting efforts. 

 

                                                 
3 Church Planting for a Greater Harvest (Ventura, Calif.: Regal Books, 1990), 11. 

4 Ed Stetzer, Planting New Churches in a Postmodern Age (Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman and Holman, 
2003), 6. 

 
5 Ralph Moore, Starting a New Church: The Church Planter’s Guide to Success (Ventura, Calif.: Regal 

Books, 2002), 25-6; Ed Stetzer, “Chapter Two: Redeveloping a Missional Mind-Set for North America,” in Planting 
New Churches in a Postmodern Age (Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman and Holman, 2003), 13-31. 

 
6 Moore, 25. 
 
7 According to Win Arn, 3,500 to 4,000 churches close each year, while George Hunter reports that there 

are 120 million secular undiscipled people in America.  Win Arn, The Pastor’s Manual for Effective Ministry 
(Monrovia, Calif.: Church Growth, 1988), 16; George Hunter, “The Rationale for a Culturally Relevant Worship 
Service,” Journal of the American Society for Church Growth, Worship and Growth 7 (1996): 131 both quoted in 
Stetzer, 10. 
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 In Fair Oaks 

 While the influence of Christianity is declining in America, the situation is even bleaker 

in multihousing communities.  Ed Stetzer states:  “By even conservative estimates, 

approximately 40 percent of the United States (with more in Canada) live in such housing, but 

merely 5 percent of those multihousing dwellers (an estimated 5,000,000 of the 100,000,000 

persons!) have any significant connection with any kind of church.  This population segment 

constitutes the largest unreached people group in North America.  Sixty percent of the 

unchurched in North America live in multihousing communities.”8  My recognition of the need 

for churches and Christian witness in multihousing communities is a strong motivation for me to 

be involved in church planting in Fair Oaks and in other multihousing communities.   

 When I first encountered these statistics about multihousing communities, I wanted to do 

something about it.  This was about the time when my church first had some kind of ministry 

involvement in the Fair Oaks community, so because I have had a desire to be involved in 

pioneering ministry, reaching unreached people with the gospel, it made sense for me to get 

involved in this community as my first attempt at multihousing ministry.  Three other factors 

also contributed to choosing Fair Oaks as my target for church planting.  I have a passion to be 

involved in cross-cultural ministry, I enjoy challenges, and I have personally observed a need for 

church planting in Fair Oaks.  Because Fair Oaks is largely African-American, all our ministry 

would be cross-cultural ministry, and because Fair Oaks has many social challenges, church 

planting would be a challenge to overcome these barriers to ministry.  Additionally, because 

there is only one church near Fair Oaks and many people in Danville have neglected Fair Oaks, 

                                                 
8 Stetzer, 338. 
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considering it to be a hopeless place with insurmountable challenges, there is a strong need for 

church planting in this community. 

IV.  Demographics of Fair Oaks 

 From personal observation, nearly all the residents of Fair Oaks are African-American, 

the majority are women, and there are numerous children.  Given that this is a public housing 

community, many of the residents probably do not have employment or much money, which 

seems to be confirmed from personal observation.  There are not many cars in the community, 

and there are always people outside in the community, even during the day when most people 

would be working. 

 Besides personal observation, I have gathered demographics information from the local 

Danville newspaper, Commercial-News, and from an online source, Percept Group.  (See 

appendix A for the Percept Group report on the Fair Oaks community.)  Over the last few 

months, the Commercial-News has had several articles reporting on the state of public housing in 

Danville, and while Fair Oaks is just one such community, because Fair Oaks is the largest 

public housing community, it is fair to assume that these more comprehensive needs and data are 

applicable to the Fair Oaks community.   

 As reported in two articles in the Commercial-News, the greatest need in Fair Oaks is for 

social services, such as “substance abuse counseling, employment assistance, mental health 

services, transitional housing and educational programming”9 and “daycare, employment and 

tansportation needs.”10  Another article in the Commercial-News reported recent survey results 

on the nature of residents living in public housing and those receiving Section 8 assistance (a 
                                                 

9 Jennifer Bailey, “Chicago influx takes toll,” Commercial-News, April 7, 2008, http://www.commercial-
news.com/archivesearch/local_story_098111737.html (accessed August 5, 2008). 

10 Jennifer Bailey, “Forum sheds light on family needs,” Commercial-News, July 11, 2008, 
http://www.commercial-news.com/archivesearch/local_story_193111146.html (accessed July 22, 2008). 
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broader sampling than just Fair Oaks, though the data is still helpful).  This survey reported, 

“The univariate data maintains a portrait of the average public housing and Section 8 recipient 

within Vermilion County to be a 31-year-old, African-American woman, unmarried and 

supporting herself and two children on an average income of less than $10,000.”11  This agrees 

with information from the Percept Group report.  Out of 722 residents from the selected 

geographic region (which is essentially Fair Oaks), 74% of the population is African-American 

(which seems lower than my observations), 70% of the households are single mothers, 57% of 

the households are below the poverty level, and the average age of residents is 25.6.12 

V.  Difficulties to Church Planting in Fair Oaks 

 Besides the social and economic needs just listed, there are several other difficulties and 

barriers to planting a church in Fair Oaks.  For example, there are difficulties associated with 

cross-cultural ministry, the transient nature of the community, spiritual bondage, our lack of 

personal contacts, and our difficulty in accessing the community. 

 Because Fair Oaks is mostly African-American and my church is mostly Caucasian, our 

ministry in Fair Oaks is largely cross-cultural ministry, which has a unique set of challenges for 

us.  An immediate concern is the ignorance of African-American culture (or even of apartment 

life) from many of my church’s members.  This is a major hurdle that needs to be overcome so 

that ministry can be relevant to the people who live in Fair Oaks.  Ministry needs to be culturally 

appropriate and needs to meet people’s felt needs; otherwise, they’re not going to be involved.   

In order to overcome this barrier, I’ve tried to make as many observations as I can of 

African-American culture and have talked to people about the culture and life in Fair Oaks so 

                                                 
11 Jennifer Bailey, “City sees increase in crime numbers,” Commercial-News, April 5, 2008, 

http://www.commercial-news.com/archivesearch/local_story_096193214.html (accessed August 5, 2008). 

12 See appendix A. 
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that I can educate my congregation.  Over the past few years, I have also attended several 

African-American church services, which has helped increase my understanding of how African-

Americans worship, but I still need to do more cultural exegesis.  I think the next step might be 

talking to some African-American church leaders about their ministry philosophy and the 

practical aspects of their ministry.  However, while I might do this, a concern of mine is that the 

African-American churches in Danville might have the same cultural gap as there often is in 

Caucasian churches and might not be relevant to young, contemporary African-American 

culture.  We will have to do some more research in order to find out whether this is true or not.  

Once we have done more cultural research, we will need to share our findings with others 

invovled in ministry in Fair Oaks and then use that research to develop culturally relevant 

ministry strategies. 

 Another difficulty with church planting in Fair Oaks is the transient nature of the 

community.  This is the reality of doing ministry in an apartment community – people are always 

moving out with new residents moving in.  This poses the problem of not having a consistent, 

solid core of people to build the ministry upon and creates the need for continual discipleship and 

leadership development.  I’m not sure what this means for the long-term sustainability of the 

ministry in Fair Oaks, but it probably means that there will always have to be outside leadership 

involved in the ministry in order to maintain long-term stable foundation for ministry.  It will 

always be my desire to have indigenous local leadership involved in whatever we do, but if those 

people move, there needs to be someone there to fill the void, even if only for a little while.  

Perhaps as time progresses, we will be able to have more African-American leaders involved in 

this ministry, even if they come from a different church.  This way, even if there aren’t many 
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local leaders from Fair Oaks involved, we will have a stable, more indigenous expression of 

leadership. 

 Another obstacle that we face in Fair Oaks, which is present in any ministry setting, is 

spiritual opposition.  Indeed, there are numerous social problems present in Fair Oaks, but as 

Marshall Truehill reminds us, “The root of all problems in public housing is sin in people’s lives.  

The church is the only organization in the world that has the message to remedy that problem.”13  

Ultimately, there is a spiritual battle going on in Fair Oaks and people are not just crippled by 

economic or other injustices, they are in bondage to sin and need deliverance through Jesus 

Christ.  In order to fight a spiritual battle, we need to pray.  At my church, we pray often for Fair 

Oaks, and we have tried to have prayer time before activities that we do at Fair Oaks.  We know 

that there’s no point doing anything unless God is in it, so we try to remain dependent on him 

and trust him to build his church in Fair Oaks. 

 Because we didn’t have any contacts in Fair Oaks before beginning, ministry in Fair 

Oaks has been slow at times.  Realizing that other churches bused people from Fair Oaks to their 

churches, we thought we could partner in ministry with other churches, but this has been slow 

too.  It has been difficult to find a church that is willing to get on board with the vision we have 

for Fair Oaks.  Thus, we have just pressed on, hoping that we can partner with another church, 

while trying to form our own contacts through relationships developed through our ministry.  

This has happened, but it has been slow.   

 A final barrier to ministry is our accessibility to Fair Oaks.  Because this is a public 

housing community where residency is based on income levels, we are not able to have a 

                                                 
13 “How to Minister in Public Housing Communities,” Lecture given to the Planting Congregations in 

Multihousing Seminar (emphasis on Public Housing), New Orleans, La., May 5, 1990 quoted in David T. Bunch, 
Harvey J. Kneisel, and Barbara L. Oden, Multihousing Congregations: How to Start and Grow Christian 
Congregations in Multihousing Communities (Atlanta: Smith Publishing, 1991), 97. 
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missionary go and live in the community, as has been used successfully in other apartment 

communities.14  Also, we have only been able to secure facilities for activities during normal 

business hours, which limits when and where we can meet.  This hinders the involvement of 

those from our church who work during the day, but because of safety concerns, we aren’t able 

to do any activities at night anyway.  I’m not sure what the solution to this difficulty is.  We have 

done what we can during the day with the limited number of people we have.  We don’t want to 

abuse our privileges or good relationships by asking for keys to facilities, but maybe we just 

have to be bold with this request to expand our ministry.  I have also thought about asking the 

church across the street if we could use their facility for some of our ministry, such as a Bible 

study on Saturday or Sunday, but that seems awkward to me.  Another option might be to see if 

it’s possible to pay a Housing Authority staff member to come supervise activities we might do 

on the weekends or outside of normal business hours.  Whatever course we pursue, we need God 

to lead us and to open up something for us or to give us great boldness and favor with some of 

these ideas.  Knowing these difficulties, I have been hoping and praying that we might develop a 

good relationship with a resident in Fair Oaks who would be willing to host a Bible study in his 

or her apartment but this hasn’t happened yet. 

While not really a difficulty, as our ministry in Fair Oaks progresses and expands, an 

issue that may arise is the financial aspect of our ministry.  Currently, money for our ministry 

activities has come from private donations and from our church’s general fund.  There is not a 

line item in our budget for our Fair Oaks ministry, but as we expand, we may need to include this 

ministry as a separate item.  If a local congregation eventually emerges in Fair Oaks, more 

financial dilemmas will be raised.  Will the Fair Oaks ministry become an autonomous ministry, 

                                                 
14 See Bunch et al. 
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being responsible for its own finances, or will it become a local congregation incorporated within 

my current church’s leadership and financial structure?  This latter option seems more favorable, 

because it would provide more stability for the new church and if necessary, would offer readily 

accessible financial help.  However, because the leader of the Fair Oaks ministry probably would 

be bivocational and because the congregation would not need a building, the operating budget 

would be quite low, regardless of which course we pursue. 

VI.  Vision, Mission, Values 

 Vision 

Our vision is to plant an indigenous church in Fair Oaks that engages in holistic ministry 

to the residents’ needs.  This entails giving every man, woman, and child in Fair Oaks repeated 

opportunities to hear and to respond to the good news of Jesus Christ and discipling and 

congregationalizing those who receive the gift of eternal life, while empowering and utilizing 

indigenous expressions of worship, leadership and ministry.  It also entails ministering to the 

various physical, emotional, and social needs of the residents through the love of Jesus Christ.  

 Mission 

To connect people to Christ and to form a community of believers in Fair Oaks. 

 Values 

1.  On-site 

One of our values for ministry in Fair Oaks is to do all (or most) of our ministry on-site.  

Kima Jude reports, “Churches which use ministries in attempts to assimilate multihousing 

residents into existing churches reach only about 25 percent of the people….When a church is 

planted on site, however, the success rate jumps to 70 percent.”15  Because of this and because 

                                                 
15 Kima Jude, “A Church to Call Their Own.” 
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people are more comfortable and willing to get involved with something if it is very accessible or 

if it is in their immediate surroundings, we have tried to do all our ministry in Fair Oaks.  The 

one exception to this was a Vacation Bible School we did in August 2007.  Because we were 

new to Fair Oaks and didn’t have access to the type of facilities we would need, we did this event 

at our church. 

 While I have noticed several churches already involved in ministry in Fair Oaks, from my 

observation, these churches all take people to their church and do not do any ministry on site, 

except for occasional street evangelism.  However, if Kima Jude is correct, this is not enough.  

We don’t want to just have a few people from Fair Oaks come to our church so that we can feel 

good about ourselves.  Instead, we want to take church to the people.  We’d rather have many 

people involved in Fair Oaks in ministry and nobody from Fair Oaks come to our church.  

Therefore our desire is to plant an indigenous church in Fair Oaks. 

2.  Evangelism 

 While there are many social needs in Fair Oaks, the need of every human is reconciliation 

with God.  Therefore, evangelism is a priority in our ministry in Fair Oaks.  We seek to give 

every man, woman, and child repeated opportunities to accept or reject the good news of Jesus 

Christ, and as people from Fair Oaks become Christians, we expect them to engage in the work 

of evangelism also, telling others their grace testimony and how others can be reconciled to God 

through Christ. 

 3.  Holistic Ministry 

 We also acknolwedge that there are numerous social problems in the Fair Oaks 

community that need to be addressed.  While Jesus came to seek and to save the lost (Lk 19:10), 

in the process, he also met people’s physical needs (e.g. food, health, etc) and commanded that 
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we minister to the poor.  Thus, we seek to engage in various and creative ministries to minister to 

the whole person, as Jesus ministered to both people’s spirits and bodies, and we recognize that 

through meeting people’s needs, we will have opportunities to tell them about Jesus.   

4.  Indigenous ministry 

 Recognizing that we are engaging in cross-cultural ministry in Fair Oaks, we expect the 

new congregation of believers in Fair Oaks to become an indigenous expression of the body of 

Christ.  The new congregation in Fair Oaks should become indigenous in all aspects: leadership, 

worship, forms of discipleship, and forms of ministry.  In order for this to happen, emerging 

leaders from the Fair Oaks community will be taught biblical principles and will then be 

empowered and challenged to develop and to put into practice those principles in a culturally 

relevant and biblically faithful manner. 

5.  Intimacy with Jesus 

As people become followers of Jesus, we value each person developing a close, intimate 

relationship with Jesus.  We want people to practice their own priesthood and to learn how to 

grow in their relationship with Jesus themselves, spending time with him daily.   

 6.  Maturing in the fruit of the Spirit 

As people grow in their relationship with Jesus, we expect them to become more and 

more conformed to the image of Jesus as they bear the fruit of the Spirit in their lives.  To grow 

in their intimacy with Jesus and to produce the fruit of the Spirit, we will teach, model, and help 

people practice spiritual disciplines, such as prayer, meditation, Bible study, evangelism, etc. 

 7.  Godly community 

 As people come into the Kingdom of God, we recognize that a local expression of the 

body of Christ will develop in Fair Oaks, and we expect that community to strive towards 
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becoming a godly community.  Christians should develop Christ-like relationships with others in 

the body of Christ and should put into practice the one-another commands from Scripture.  This 

community should be one that is quick to confess sin and quick to forgive one another.  The 

community should seek reconciliation in all relationships and through the love demonstrated in 

this community, the community will be a testimony to God’s grace working in their lives. 

 8.  Spiritual Gifts 

 Recognizing that all believers have been given one or more spiritual gifts, all Christians 

in Fair Oaks will receive teaching on spiritual gifts and will then be encouraged to seek to 

identify those gifts in community and to put them into practice so that the body of Christ might 

be built up through the practice of those gifts. 

 9.  Multiplication 

 Realizing that life produces life, those who have new life in Jesu in Fair Oaks will be 

expected to produce new life.  We value both Christians and groups reproducing themselves.  

Thus, each Christian should be actively involved in making disciples, should identify someone 

who they can invest themselves in, and if Christians move elsewhere, we expect them to 

reproduce a similar ministry wherever they are, such as in another apartment community or in 

their immediate neighborhood. 

 While this list of values is long, I think it is necessary, given the unique nature of this 

ministry.  All nine values will guide what we do in Fair Oaks, but as people become disciples of 

Christ and a congregation of believers emerges on site, the first value no longer becomes as 

relevant, and as that congregation matures, the fourth value of indigenous ministry will no longer 

be as necessary, as indigenous leaders will emerge and reproduce themselves. 
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VII.  Church Planting Timetable  

 We began ministry in Fair Oaks in the summer of 2007.  Because we had an open door to 

help out with one of the summer programs going on at Fair Oaks, we began with children’s 

ministry.  Since then, we have done a variety of outreach events but mostly have focused on the 

children.  Over the past year, we have had an ice cream social for the residents, we had a booth at 

the annual health fair, we have handed out popsicles to people during the summer, we do a 

monthly service project in Fair Oaks, we started a chess club for the kids in the Teen Reach 

program at Fair Oaks, we did a weeklong soccer camp in June, and during the school year, we 

started having a weekly after school kids club program, which includes a game day once a month 

and a mini-Vacation Bible School on the other weeks.  We have also done some prayer walking 

in Fair Oaks, but we stopped that after a while because we didn’t live there and because people 

were wary of what we were doing. 

 Since the people from our church are outsiders to Fair Oaks and are from a different 

ethnic group, all of these ministry opportunities have helped us establish a positive presence in 

Fair Oaks.  At first, I think both adults and kids were a bit apprehensive of what we were doing, 

but as we got to know people and as they realized that we kept coming back, they warmed up to 

us.  I think some people are still wary of what we are doing, but more people know us now and 

know that we do good things with their kids and for their community.  This is especially true 

with the Fair Oaks staff that we have worked with.  They have been very appreciative of what we 

do and have given us open doors for our different ministry ideas. 

 Our plan is to continue moving slowly, doing activities that bring us into contact with 

more residents in Fair Oaks and that develop a positive presence for us.  For example, this fall, 

we’re hoping to start a Family Movie Day, where we will show a family-friendly movie on a 
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Saturday afternoon, and we’re going to continue our Friday afternoon kids club.  This positive 

programming for the kids has been well-received, and we’ve developed some good relationships 

with some of the kids, allowing us to share about Jesus with them.  Also for our ministries this 

fall, we’re hoping to partner with at least one other local church, particularly an African-

American church.  I have talked with a local pastor about this, and it sounds like his church 

might be willing to partner with us.  I think this would be great, because then we’d have more 

volunteers able to help with our ministry and we’d have people from the same ethnic background 

as the residents involved in ministry.16 

 For this upcoming year, I’d really like to be able to do more ministry among the adults, 

but it has been difficult so far.  Two specific goals for this year are to start an adult Bible study in 

Fair Oaks and to offer one adult education class.  Many of the adults in my church work during 

the day when we have access to facilities in Fair Oaks, so we don’t yet have people available to 

teach any kind of adult education classes that I’d like to do.  However, if we can do it, I think 

offering an adult education class (e.g. a class on parenting, on money management, on applying 

for a job, a GED class, or even some kind of substance abuse recovery program) would open up 

some more ministry opportunities to interact with residents and by ministering to felt needs in 

the community would help people see that we’re interested in the whole person, not just the 

spiritual.  Beyond that, we will wait and see what God does before seeking to form a 

congregation.  The number of people interested in these activities and when and where we are 

able to meet will determine our timetable of ministry progression.  From what I’ve read, it seems 

                                                 
16 While much of the vision for our Fair Oaks ministry originally has come from me, perhaps the reader has 

noticed that a team has been involved in our ministry from the start.  We have had a core team of people who have 
prayed for this ministry and who have been involved in almost all our ministry events.  We feel we need the 
diversity of gifts and abilities from a team to plant a church in Fair Oaks.  We also need a team of people to take 
ownership for this ministry; otherwise, we would not be able to start new ministries or even have an opportunity to 
reach all of Fair Oaks with the gospel.  Because of the size and needs of the Fair Oaks community, this is why we 
want to continue to expand our team, even bringing in people from other local churches, because without the body 
of Christ working together, we will not accomplish our vision for Fair Oaks. 
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most multihousing ministries start with children’s ministry, add one or more adult Bible studies 

later, and eventually see a congregation emerge out of that.  This seems to be what we’re doing 

and has guided our thought and practice so far. 

 Ultimately however, our goal is to see a multiplying congregation of believers emerge 

through our ministry in Fair Oaks, and I would like to see this ministry become a paradigm for 

multihousing ministry that multiplies to other multihousing communities throughout Danville 

and even to other cities.  Perhaps those involved in leadership in our Fair Oaks ministry and 

those who emerge as leaders could either move to other multihousing communities or could be 

involved from the oustide in beginning new ministries in other multihousing communities in 

Danville.  Whatever happens though, we will seek to be led by the Holy Spirit in all that we do 

and will trust that God will do what he wants in Fair Oaks for the glory of his name. 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES RELEVANT TO MULTIHOUSING MINISTRY 

 
Mission Arlington http://www.missionarlington.org/ 
 
Mission Raleigh http://www.missionraleigh.org/ 
 
Whirlwind Missions http://whirlwindmissions.org/ 
 
New Churches  http://www.newchurches.com/multihousing/ 


